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Beating CAT Thieves 

 
 

Not those, these: 
 

 

Police are urging motorists to be vigilant following a sharp rise in the theft of Catalytic 

Converters (CATs), which reduce the harmful pollutants emitted from vehicle exhaust pipes.  
CATs have been fitted to new cars since the early 1990’s.  They take the noxious gases and 

convert them into water vapour and less harmful emissions. The devices contain a variety of 

precious metals and, with regular buyers already lined-up, criminals are well aware that this 
can bring a small fortune.  The crooks, often working in gangs of three, are adept at quickly 

sawing off the devices and escaping undetected.    
 

Around 300 incidents were reported in Sussex in 2020 – an increase of approximately 90% 

over the previous year.  Converters can be stolen in as little as 30 seconds - a hydraulic jack 

will often be used to lift the vehicle, but in some cases not even this is required as the 
thieves can sometimes reach under larger vehicles such as a 4 x 4 or SUV. 
 

Tips to deter CAT theft: 

●   If you have one, park your car in the garage or in such a way that it’s difficult to access 

(for example, parked tightly between other cars).  Otherwise, park close to fences, walls or 

kerbs with the exhaust being closest to the barrier; this makes theft more difficult. 

●   Fit a Thatcham-approved alarm with a tilt function that senses vehicle movement. 

●   Avoid mounting your car on the kerb to park, as doing so gives thieves easier access 

●   Although thieves will operate in daylight, try to park in a well-lit area that’s overlooked.  

●   Talk to your car service centre about (1) a security device such as a Catloc or Catclamp  
and (2) etching your CAT with a unique number and advertising the fact on the car’s window. 

●   If you see someone acting suspiciously under a vehicle, report it to the police via 999. 
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Protect your Pooch 

Demand for dogs has skyrocketed since the first Covid lockdown and has risen again recently. 

Consequently, prices have soared and organised crime is exploiting the 

situation not only by smuggling puppies from abroad but also stealing dogs in 

the UK.  Dog thefts are now believed to be at an unprecedented high, with 
puppies stolen for immediate sale, and adult dogs taken for forced breeding on 

puppy farms.  Keep a watchful eye, not only if your dog is off the lead in the 

open, thefts have also been of dogs left in vehicles and at owners’ homes 

Brexit 
Whatever your view of it, implementation of the agreement concerning the UK's 

departure from the EU will continue to create uncertainty and scammers love 

uncertainty!  From unofficial websites offering phoney European Health Insurance 
Schemes to businesses being targeted to register for a ‘UK trader number’, the 

public are being warned to stay vigilant. People, perhaps not used to new rules 

following departure from the EU, may well find it more difficult to differentiate between 
genuine and fake claims. There are also alerts to be on your guard against fraudsters posing 

as government officials to question validity over passports or investment changes due to 

‘post-Brexit laws’.  Official organisations such as the HMRC or HM Passport Office NEVER ask 
for sensitive information or payment by email, text or phone.   
 

Covid-19 
With vaccines now available, and in the midst of another lockdown, criminals are becoming 

ever more devious - via fake websites, doorstep cold callers, false cures, and spurious offers 

by phone, text or email to jump the queue for vaccinations.   The vaccine is only available on 

the NHS for free to people in priority groups, and the NHS will contact you when it is 
your turn. Anyone offering a paid-for vaccine is committing a crime. The NHS will never ask 

you to press a button on your keypad or send a text to confirm you want the vaccine, and 

never ask for payment or for your bank details. At the moment the NHS is not making house 
calls to deliver or discuss the vaccine. Anyone offering this now is committing a crime. If in 

doubt, apply the 'scam test’: 

Seems too good to be true 

Contacted out of the blue 

Asked for personal details 

Money is requested 

 

What Do You Know About Your Neighbourhood Watch? 

So, you’re reading this newsletter. But do you know how it reached you? It’s been emailed or 

hand-delivered by someone who lives in your street or around the corner.  Someone who 
lives in your street or around the corner arranges for that to happen.  Someone who lives in 

your street or around the corner probably invited you to join your Neighbourhood Watch.   All 

local Neighbourhood Watch schemes are run entirely by the community, for the community, 
by volunteers in their own time.  All local schemes, including YOURS, are dependent on 

people like YOU to make things happen.   

In this area, particularly since Covid appeared, some local Neighbourhood Watch 
co-ordinators have been absolute gems in ensuring and facilitating support for 

people who have been self-isolating, sick, elderly, or vulnerable and in need of 

essential shopping.  Could you help your Neighbourhood Watch in some small way?  

For example, there are some street co-ordinators who deliver this quarterly 
newsletter by hand through letter boxes and have done so for many years but are struggling 

to continue at present - could YOU spare a little time to help them with letterbox delivery?  

It’s not a big area so helping out really needn’t take much time or effort. Take a look by 
entering your postcode here: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/get-involved/find-my-local-

neighbourhood-watch/find-my-local-scheme.  If you already know who your street co-

ordinator is, speak directly to him or her or send an email to nhweditorial@gmail.com   It’ll 
be a small thing for you but a big help for your neighbour. 

 

If you have received a paper version of this newsletter but would prefer to receive 
future editions by email, please send a message to nhweditorial@gmail.com or speak 

to your Street Coordinator. 
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